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Abstract

This research sheds light on the experiences of female and male
prisoners who are frequently arrested by israeli colonial power, and
examines their view of the concept of heroism, processes of self-
formation, and societal practices towards their activism and acts of
resistance, in light of the political transformations and the suppression
of their heroism after the signing of the Oslo Agreement, which in
turn left repercussions and transformations on the structure of the
Palestinian self.

The research also seeks to understand, study and analyze their
experiences in how the freed prisoners deal with the practices of
society, and how they derive their steadfastness 'somoud” in light of
the decline in Palestinian communal support, the combined
suppression of their heroism, and their vision of the liberation
struggle.

The research is embedded within the framework of libertarian
psychology, which is essentially a political psychology, with the aim
of examining the experiences of participants as a colonized group,

who are subjected to the oppression of the colonial and local power,



which in turn left repercussions and transformations on the structure
of the self and social identity, which formed a complex suppression of
their heroics, seeking to strengthen their steadfastness "'sumud", and
highlight their case as a marginalized group.

This study is based on qualitative research, using grounded theory to
generate conceptualizations from the data. Within the framework of
the research, 13 freed prisoners of war were interviewed from
different regions including: cities, villages and camps, from the West
Bank and Jerusalem governorates. Several themes were constructed
from the knowledge provided by the participants in the interviews,
and the literature and theories of libertarian psychology, and from
psychology in general, were used to analyze and understand these

themes, and to develop concepts stemming from the interviews.

The research results emphasize the role of the colonial reality in the
process of self-formation, as it showed the importance of sense of
community, and the importance of the process of awareness of reality
and colonial policies in strengthening the steadfastness "somoud™ of

the Palestinian fighter and continuity in the struggle.
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